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BACK TO SCHOOL
DRIVE RESULTS

Our Ready, Set, School! Back to School Drive
kicked off in July and culminated in five
distribution events. We surpassed our initial
goal of providing 100 underserved children
with much needed back to school gear -
thanks to your donations, we helped over 300
children in Buffalo, NY and the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC)! 

Check out page 5 to learn about additional
distribution events.
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Distribution event in Buffalo, NY for the Beast Elite Ducks youth football
team. Photo source: ICA.
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GUAOA ORPHANAGE UPDATES

Though we have paired 50 of our bright young children with sponsors for the in-
session school year (thank you!), we hope to enroll ten more with your help. Please
consider providing sponsorship to a child (or children) who will greatly benefit from
the gift of a K-12 education. Help spread the word about...

 

 

EDUCATIONAL SPONSORSHIP

Sponsor a 6th, 7th, or
8th grader at this
pivotal time in their
education for a total
cost of $260/year:
Left to Right:
Muhibiri, Raisa and
Fifi.

Sponsor a 2nd, 3rd, or
4th grader in the mid-
way of their primary
education for a total
cost of $230/year:
Left to Right: Basubi,
Twins - Nena & Nelya
and Imani.

Sponsor a 1st grader,
laying the foundation
for future success.
Total cost per year
$230:
Left to Right: Jean,
Josaphat, and Imani.

Please visit our website to learn more about sponsorship and to
sign up as an educational sponsor:  Educational Sponsorship | ICA
(childadvancement.org)

You can also make a one-time donation by scanning the QR code
to the left. 

Please note that tuition payments can be made in one lump sum or in 
 installments.  

https://www.childadvancement.org/educationalsponsorship
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UPDATE: FREE ACCESS TO BASIC EDUCATION

We are committed to keeping you informed
about the Democratic Republic of Congo's
progress on their 2016-2025 Education Sector
Plan, which includes providing free and
equitable education to primary school-aged
children (elementary school).

"Rapid data collection exercises conducted by the
Ministry of Education, as well as household and school
director phone surveys carried out by the National
Institute of Statistics and DRC Crisis Observatory,
indicate widespread enrollment surges. At least 3
million additional children have enrolled in primary
school across the country, and enrollments in
secondary school have also increased. This is
particularly notable given the pandemic’s impacts on
the school calendar and families’ economic situations."
Source: The World Bank
 
While schools have seen an increase in
enrollment and the DRC government has
increased the share of education in its voted
budget from 11.6% in 2017 to 21.8% in 2021, the
appropriate infrastructures were not put in place
prior to the plan's announcement, resulting in
various challenges: Overcrowding in classes
impacting children's ability to learn, insufficient
number of schools creating long wait lists,
teachers going unpaid for months at a time.

Learn more here: Free Primary Schooling in the
DRC? Where we are on the road to reform
(worldbank.org)

Long wait lists to enroll primary-age
children in school means not all children
can attend during the 2022-2023 school
year. Thankfully, 20 of our GUAOA
Orphanage children were accepted and
will receive a free education this school
year! Costs for uniform and school
supplies are still the responsibility of the
orphanage but we are excited to have
placed them so they can receive this basic
human right.

Students raise their hands to answer a class question at the St. Louis Primary School in Kinshasa. 
Photo © Dominic Chavez/World Bank

20
The path to free and equitable education
for all primary-age school children in the
DRC will take time. In the interim, ICA
will continue to bridge that educational
gap in partnership with GUAOA
Orphanage by seeking educational
sponsors for primary and secondary
school children.

20 primary school
GUAOA Orphanage

children will receive a
free education for the

2022-2023 school year!

https://www.globalpartnership.org/fr/content/strategie-sectorielle-de-leducation-et-de-la-formation-2016-2025-rd-congo
https://www.ins.cd/
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/covid-19-school-closures-drc-impact-health-protection-and-education
https://www.ins.cd/publication/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/free-primary-schooling-drc-where-we-are-road-reform
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BUILDING RENOVATIONS UPDATE

DRC NEWS

In 2021, UNICEF ranked countries based on children’s
exposure and vulnerability to climate and
environmental shocks, with Congolese children being
the world’s ninth most vulnerable. 

The climate crisis threatens their health, education,
and protection, according to a UNICEF report.

"The report shows that investments in social services -
particularly around water, sanitation and hygiene, but also
social protection - have a significant impact while
safeguarding children’s future from climate change
consequences."

Learn more: Children in DRC at ‘extremely high risk’ of
the impacts of the climate crisis (unicef.org)

CHILDREN IN DRC AT
‘EXTREMELY HIGH RISK’ OF THE

IMPACTS OF THE CLIMATE CRISIS

The building we purchased last year in Goma thanks to your generous donations,
continues to undergo renovations with the purpose of expanding our vocational training
programs, specifically the sewing, computer literacy, and agricultural programs.
Renovations will also ensure there is sufficient and safe living space for thirty (30)
children and their caretakers. Remaining children will be placed into foster homes.

The Ukraine/Russia war and conflict in the Kivu region, DRC, continue to impact the cost
of materials, goods and services. The orphanage continues to experience delays in
materials and much needed supplies. Please consider donating in support of this very
important project! Scan the QR code or visit www.childadvancement.org to pitch in. 

GUAOA Orphanage building under renovations in Goma, DRC

Image Source: UNICEF. Learn more here: The Climate Crisis is a
Child Rights Crisis | UNICEF

https://www.unicef.org/drcongo/en/press-releases/children-drc-extremely-high-risk-impacts-climate-crisis
http://www.childadvancement.org/
http://www.childadvancement.org/
https://www.unicef.org/reports/climate-crisis-child-rights-crisis


Children aged 5 through 13, enrolled in the Beat
Elite Ducks football team 
Christ the Answer International Friend Church,
benefitting refugee families
El Shaddai Ministry, comprised of families from
Rwanda, Congo, Ouganda and Barundi.
Faithkeepers School (FKS) Montessori Seneca
Language Nest
Orphans at GUAOA Orphanage in the
Democratic Republic of Congo 

Our 2022 Back to School Drive was a success! 

We received overwhelming support, ample
donations of school supplies, as well as monetary
contributions which allowed us to provide much
needed supplies to children in Buffalo as well as
the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Our kickoff distribution event, held at Christ is the
Answer Friend Church in Buffalo, also included
some incredible educational sessions for high
school aged students. M&T Bank's Kay Tuholski,
Branch Manager assisted by Mohamed Maalim,
discussed Financial Literacy and ICA's own James
Jackson, HR Director (not pictured), conducted a
session on job searching, interviewing skills, first
impressions and professionalism in the workplace. 

School supplies were organized and distributed
across five events in total, including:

BACK TO SCHOOL DRIVE CONTINUED
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Distribution I: Christ is the Answer Friend Church: 
Kay Tuholski, M&T Bank Branch Manager, conducting a
financial literacy session for high school aged kids, assisted
by Mohamed Maalim

Distribution IV: FKS Montessori Seneca Language Nest

Orphans at GUAOA Orphanage happy to receive uniforms
and school supplies!

Distribution II: El Shaddai Ministry 

WE'RE EXTREMELY GRATEFUL TO OUR
BACK-TO-SCHOOL DRIVE PARTNERS,

DONORS AND SUPPORTERS!!

Distribution I: Beast Elite Ducks youth football team
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Q4 2022 EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS
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ICA UPDATES 

November 29, 2022: Giving Tuesday 

For the last 3 years we have participated

in #GivingTuesday, a global day of giving

that takes place following Black Friday

and Cyber Monday. This year,

#GivingTuesday will be held on

November 29th. We’d love if you

participated with us! We'll share more

information on how you can do just that

in the coming weeks. Proceeds from

#GivingTuesday benefit our Holiday

Food & Clothing drive, allowing us to

provide a warm meal & treats to orphans

and street children in Goma, DRC. 

December 1-17, 2022: Food & Clothing

Drive. More information to come!

MEET OUR NEW TEAM MEMBERS

Our team is growing! We're excited to welcome Joseph Cicatello, Anthony Njeru, Nimra
Khan, Maureen Wambui and Sara Bianca Dusco! Learn more about each of them on our
LinkedIn page: here. Interested in volunteering? See page 8.  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-child-advancement/


WAYS YOU CAN HELP

Have a birthday coming up? Do a FB Fundraiser to help raise money
for ICA, minimum goal for each is $200. The goal is for supporters to
pick a month in which they will host their fundraiser, raise money and
create awareness for these children and the organization. We still have
3 months left before the end of the year.

Facebook Fundraiser

Amazon Smile

ICA Store on Bonfire

ICA|  ISSUE 1607

Sign into your Amazon account at https://smile.amazon.com

Click "Get Started"

In the search box, enter "International Child Advancement"

We are the first one listed - Click "Select"

Check off "YES" and Click on "Start Shopping"

When you shop at www.smile.amazon.com (or on the app) and select
International Child Advancement as your preferred nonprofit, .5% of
your purchases will go towards supporting our mission! 

Steps to add ICA to your Amazon account:

Click here to
access our

Bonfire store!
In time to buy

Christmas gifts!

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.bonfire.com/results/international%20child%20advancement/


SPREAD THE WORD!
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ICA is a Certifying Organization able to give
out Presidential Service Awards.

In 2003, the President’s Council on Service
and Civic Participation founded the
President’s Volunteer Service Award to
recognize the important role of volunteers
in America’s strength and national identity. 

This award honors individuals whose service
positively impacts communities in every
corner of the nation and inspires those
around them to take action.

OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP

Development Committee
Administration Committee
Social Innovation Committee
Marketing & Communications Committee

We would love for you to join our efforts in
empowering underprivileged children. 
Join one of our committees today!

Click here for more information. 

VOLUNTEER!

Share our social media posts!

Tell your friends and family about us!

Forward our newsletter!

Volunteers from ICA, SheCan Network and M&T Bank 

https://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/
https://www.childadvancement.org/volunteer

